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STANDING COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM LEGISLATION AND STATUTES REVIEW 
118th Report — “National Redress Scheme for Institutional Child Sexual Abuse 

(Commonwealth Powers) Bill 2018” — Tabling 
HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [10.09 am]: I am 
directed to present the 118th report of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review titled 
“National Redress Scheme for Institutional Child Sexual Abuse (Commonwealth Powers) Bill 2018”. 
[See paper 2168.] 
Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: The report that I have just tabled advises the house of the committee’s findings and 
recommendation regarding the National Redress Scheme for Institutional Child Sexual Abuse 
(Commonwealth Powers) Bill 2018. The Australian government established the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse in 2013. It inquired into and reported upon responses by institutions 
to instances and allegations of child sexual abuse in Australia. The royal commission’s “Redress and Civil 
Litigation Report” recommended the establishment of a single National Redress Scheme to provide eligible 
applicants who had experienced institutional child sexual abuse with a monetary payment, access to counselling 
and psychological care, and a direct personal response from the responsible institutions. As a result of the redress 
report’s recommendations, a National Redress Scheme was created. It was established by the commonwealth’s 
National Redress Scheme for Institutional Child Sexual Abuse Act 2018. The National Redress Scheme for 
Institutional Child Sexual Abuse (Commonwealth Powers) Bill 2018 was referred to the committee on 
13 September 2018, with a reporting date of 30 October 2018. The Legislative Council granted an extension of 
time to report to 21 November 2018. The committee is pleased to be able to present its report today. 
The bill provides for Western Australia to adopt the national redress act. Adopting the national redress act will 
enable the National Redress Scheme to operate in Western Australia. The bill also refers power to the 
commonwealth to enable it to make amendments to the national redress act that will then apply in 
Western Australia. This is an amendment reference. This adoption and amendment reference mechanism was used 
as the commonwealth Parliament does not have the power to enact legislation to enable the delivery of a National 
Redress Scheme. In order to bring states and state-based institutions into any such scheme, a referral of power by 
states to the commonwealth is needed. 
The committee has identified clauses in the Intergovernmental Agreement on the National Redress Scheme for 
Institutional Child Sexual Abuse, the national redress act and the bill that impact upon the sovereignty and 
lawmaking powers of the Parliament of Western Australia. The general nature of federalism sometimes requires 
the state to refer its powers to the commonwealth to ensure national uniformity in particular matters and to give 
effect to national schemes. In this instance, a National Redress Scheme would not be able to operate effectively 
without a referral of state power to the commonwealth. 
The committee concludes that the limitations proposed to the sovereignty and lawmaking powers of the 
Western Australian Parliament are necessary to enable the National Redress Scheme to operate in the manner 
intended by the participating jurisdictions. It is a matter for the Western Australian Parliament to balance the 
competing interests of state Parliament sovereignty with the purpose of the National Redress Scheme and 
Western Australia’s continuing involvement in it. The committee is conscious of the government’s desire to 
complete the passage of the bill, should the house agree to it, by the time Parliament rises in December and has 
conducted the inquiry as expeditiously as possible. The committee has prioritised its consideration of the bill and 
is pleased to table its report early. I commend the report to the house. 
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